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"General Conference Update"
As many of you know, the General Conference of the UMC has been rescheduled for 2024. This is where delegates
from around the world will meet to discuss and set our denomination’s official policy. In effect, they are the official
voice of our Church.
One of the main issues at the 2024 General Conference will be whether there will be a “split” in our denomination due
to differences in our understanding of human sexuality. Currently, our denomination’s stance is that “the practice of
homosexuality is incompatible with Christian teaching.” In addition, “self-avowed, practicing homosexuals” cannot be
clergy and same-sex weddings are not permitted in our churches.
While General Conference is the only body that can decide if there will be a “split,” much discussion has already
taken place. One prevailing theory involves the Global Methodist Church, which officially launched on May 1 of this
year. While I’m no expert on the Global Methodist Church, it is my understanding that it retains similar language
found in our current Discipline with regards to human sexuality. So, according to this theory, if our denomination
changes its current stance on homosexuality in 2024 to become more progressive and “splits,” the Global Methodist
Church would become the official option for churches and pastors who want to retain a more traditional view on the
subject.
One caveat to all of this is that no local church in our denomination currently owns its property. It is basically
entrusted to the entire denomination. However, in 2019 a stipulation was added to our Book of Discipline that allows
churches based on certain criteria to leave the denomination with its property on “reasons of conscience” when it
comes to issues related to homosexuality.
The reason this was added is because in that year at a special General Conference in St. Louis our denomination
upheld and strengthened our current stance on homosexuality. In short, this provision was included for the sake of
churches who in good faith couldn’t adhere to our 2019 policy on homosexuality. Interestingly, it is now being used by
churches who for “reasons of conscience” can’t adhere to what the policy might end up being in 2024.
In case you are wondering, the current criteria for a church in the Indiana Conference to disaffiliate from the United
Methodist Church and join the Global Methodist Church, another denomination, or simply become independent,
includes (1) completing a process of discernment, (2) completing a congregational vote, (3) completing all the
requirements laid out in our Discipline paragraph 2553 (4) and, be approved at annual conference. In addition, there
would be a financial obligation the church would have to pay to the Conference based upon a certain set of criteria.
Because this 2019 provision wasn’t intended to be permanent, it expires at the end of 2023. What this language will
look like if we do split and the Global Methodist Church becomes the official alternative for churches, we simply do
not know. Practically speaking, the leadership of Faith UMC plans to approach all of this with prayer and
discernment. In the upcoming months we want to have listening sessions, keep abreast of what is going on in our
Denomination and Annual Conference, as well as not lose focus of our main goal to “make disciples of Jesus Christ
for the transformation of the world.”
Here are some websites you might want to visit for news on this issue: inumc.org (our conference); umc.org (our
denomination); and, globalmethodist.org
God Bless!
Pastor John

Discipleship
It may have taken a little longer than we’d like but summer is finally on its way! I love to spend my
summers enjoying the sunshine outdoors, spending time with family and friends, and enjoying a
good book. While I always try to find a mystery novel, or some sort of thriller, I also love taking the
time to study scripture in a more focused way.
To do so, I always appreciate a good plan. So this month, I’ve decided to read through the entire
New Testament. Would you like to join me?
Because many of our Growth Studies take a break for the summer, this is a great time to try build a
new spiritual practice or to expand the reading you always do! A summer reading plan is a great
way to dig into scripture, and it’s better when we do it together!
In the month of June, I have outlined a reading for each day. This plan gives you the opportunity
to read through all the gospels, the letters and Revelation. What would it look like to commit to
doing this for 30 days, through the month of June? Maybe plan to read together with a friend, a coworker, your spouse or family member. Take the time to make notes and ask questions along the
way, engage with it and we’ll see how spending a solid month reading the New Testament builds
your faith, encourages your heart, and challenges your actions.
And as always, as we strive to take one step closer to Jesus, feel free to contact me, Pastor Sarah, or
Pastor John if you have questions, or want to chat about what you are reading! Join me in this
challenge during the month of June, and let’s see what we can learn, together!

Stewardship Report:
Annual Budget:
$ 698,571
Year to Date Need: $ 282,115
Year to Date Rec'd: $ 253,538

BREAKTHROUGH STUDENT MINISTRY
We have had such a great time in May with our youth group - a party for Pastor
Sarah and Mr. Brad and awesome memories from the amazing race to chew on for a
long time.
June 5th we are starting a new series called Familia! We are having a lock-in on
June 3 that starts with a trip to Plymouth to the drive-in movie theater. The Youth
Mission trip is also this month, June 19-25.
We visited Jimtown high school again and Pastor John gave a message and prayed
to a class packed with students. We also want to continue to pray for our
confirmands and our students, Jory and Avah that got baptized. It is so exhilarating
to see what God is doing in the life of our youth.
Tyler Dew, Next Generation Director
June
June
June
June
June

3: Drive-In Movie & Lock-In
5: Youth Group @ 5pm
12: Youth Group @ 5pm
19-25: Mission Trip to Columbia, SC
26: Graduation Sunday @ 2nd Service
Youth Group @ 5pm

Ways to give:
Mail (we collect mail each day)
Online (www.faithumc.com)
Text "give" to 833-942-1919
Online & Text options can be set
up as a one-time or recurring gift.

Worship

8:30 a.m. Traditional
9:45 a.m. Growth Studies
10:45 a.m. Contemporary
10:45 a.m. Breakout (Grades K-6)

The first Sunday of each month is
Family Worship. No Breakout or
Children's Sunday School. Nursery
care is available for both services and
during the growth study hour.
We will continue to live stream a
full service online at 10:45 a.m.
You will find these through
Facebook, YouTube, Vimeo, and at
www.faithumc.com.

Breakout and Sunday School have been fantastic! The kids are really coming
out of their shells and participating and connecting well with their teachers.
We will not have Breakout or Sunday School on May 29th or June 5. Be sure
to join us for Family Worship both Sundays! And remember that May 29th is
outside at 10am! It is a joy watching the kids worship in the main sanctuary
before going to Breakout.
We are trying something new and hosting VBS in August. We're having a
"Food Truck Party" VBS for the daycare, Faith UMC, and community kids.
We will need your help August 1-5 and on Saturday the 6th for our annual
Splash Bash! Be on the lookout for sign up information.
Tyler Dew, Next Generation Director

On July 17 we will be having a
Carry In Lunch & Reception for
Pastor Sarah following the
second service.
Watch for details in the July
the Faithnews and upcoming
weekly emails.
This will be Pastor Sarah's last
Sunday at Faith.

THE ROAD TO STEPHEN MINISTRY

submitted by Linda Schrock, SM Leader

The first stop on the road is a prayer for the leading of God. Additional Stephen Ministers are needed.
Some of our original Stephen Ministers have moved away, some of the Stephen Leaders have retired and
been replaced by Stephen Ministers who went on for Leadership training. The need for a caring,
supportive, Christian person who is willing to show empathy, to listen, and to walk beside one who is
hurting continues and in fact increases.
After prayerful consideration, and in working with the network of Stephen Ministry churches in this area,
the decision has been made to conduct another virtual Stephen Ministry class starting right after the New
Year. Last year’s class members expressed appreciation for holding the class virtually. It saved travel
time, travel during inclement weather, and did not take as much time from family.
You are now invited to give careful, prayerful consideration to whether or not Stephen Ministry would help
you fulfill your Christian mission and the mission of Faith United Methodist Church. The process of
becoming a Stephen Minister is outlined below:
Prayerfully consider if this is an opportunity where you could serve God and the mission of FUMC.
Request from any of the Stephen Leaders or the church office an application. Submit your completed
application to one of the Stephen Leaders or to FUMC office, Attn: Pastor John.
Your application will be reviewed by Pastor John and Vicki Shoemaker, both are referral coordinators
for Stephen Ministry, FUMC.
You will be called in for an interview with Pastor John and Vicki Shoemaker.
Following an interview, a confidential background check is completed.
Following completion of these steps, you will be notified by Pastor John of the outcome. If Stephen
Ministry is not a good fit, you will be encouraged to pursue other ways you may contribute to the
mission of FUMC.
The next step is to attend the Stephen Ministry classes.You will be provided with the study materials
and the dates/times of the classes. These will be held weekly in the evening, date and time to be
announced soon. There will also be 2-3 in-person seminars for the class participants to meet together
for specific lesson content.
A graduation ceremony will be held following the completion of the classes.
You will be commissioned by Faith church into your role as a Stephen Minister.
You will be supported and encouraged by the Stephen Leaders and the other Stephen Ministers as
you work with your assigned Care Receiver(s).
All current Stephen Leaders and Ministers have felt blessed by this ministry.

Birthdays
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June

2: Ben Daugherty • Dale Kelly
4: Rebecca Meyers
6: Dick Snellenberger
8: Cindi Corns • Gracelynn Dew • Robert Roa
9: Maureen Bellamy • Rollie Bunn • Martha Delio
11: Bill Fawley • Nancy Richards • Lincoln Rosenberg
12: Scott Hauser
15: Pat Witt
16: Tyler Knudson
17: Sarah Miller
18: Larry Black • Debbie Hoover
19: Dave Nicoson
20: Kathleen Moncrieff
21: Dennis Boehler • Sally Dailey • Joanne Hirsh • Brad McDowell
23: Aaron Bennett • Emily Hauser • Bert Mays • Ayla McClane
24: Mackenzie Mills • Glenna Nickell
25: Katie Huang
30: Kris Hochstetler

June Missions
Loose Coins for
Youth Mission Trips
Your change helps support our youth
to go on mission trips.

This year's

trip is June 19-25 to Columbia, SC.
Also be watching for your
opportunity to "Adopt-A-Missionary"
for this trip.

Tags will be hanging in
the Narthex.

Cart Collection for CCS:
Toilet Paper
Nonperishable Food

Anniversaries
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June

4: Dennis & Sandee Selner
10: David & Connie Ganger
10: Allen & Ada Metzler
10: Kyle & Valory Rasler
13: Rollie & Kay Bunn
15: Zack & Jessie Alber
15: Dale & Glenna Pletcher
17: Rich & Bev Toth
17: Drew & Allison Weaver
21: Vern & Angie Miller
22: Dennis & Martha Delio
22: Ryan & Alissa McClane
23: Stan & Linda Rupnow
25: Randy & Joanne Hirsh
26: Dan & Carol Carlson
28: Brian & Jane Conwell
28: Bill & Louise McDowell

Now Hiring Associate Pastor

We are accepting applications for
a part-time associate Pastor.
This person's focus would be on
visitation and being a part of the
worship service by assisting in
both services and preaching an
average of one time per month.
Resumes should be submitted
to: pastorjohn@faithumc.com

In Our Prayers
Cancer
Scott Armold
Jim Bellamy
Julie Chesser
Becky Cline
Don Dailey
David Filer
Brittany Gasper
Mona Gorsuch
Ed & Deb Kiefer
Tim Kris
Alyssa Lintz
Betty Love
Howie Morgan
Kelly Nielsen
Doug Nickell
Cassandra Peters
Timmy Phillips
Dawn Rider
Jeremy Schutz
John Schutz
Molly Smith
Cathy Spry
Joel Taylor
Carol Tice
Tommy Vaughn
Cindy West
Marlene Whitehead
Joe Williams
Wanda Wyrick

Medical
Cody, Wife & Infant Twins
Jaxson (8yrs old)
Alex Alber
Marilyn Anderson
Matt Andert
Bruce & Lynda Atkinson
Harry Bennett
Chelsea Burgess
Brayden Baker
Maureen Bellamy
Debbie Black*
Karen Bohn
Lynn Brooks
Bob Buckey
Becky Cardenas
Allan Carlson
Rudy Chapman
Kate Cobb*
Christina Cook
Alex Derenak
Victor DiPompeo*
Don DuBois*
Kathy Eash
Sue Everett
Jeff Fecher & Family
Carol Fort
Carolyn Greenwood
Dwight Hamilton
Pam Hamilton
Karen Hartung
Benitta Herman
Sherwin Hibbets
Lloyd Hochstedler
Steve Holthouse
Alain Huff

Medical (cont.)

Other

Everett Jamison
Remington Juday
Ramona Kelly
Tyler Knudson
Tim Lockhart*
Diana Mathewson
Ian McMillan
Larry & Karen Miller
Sally Miller
Bailey Morgantown
Kevin Myers
Bruce Neely
Steve Page
Betty Plaisted
Sandy Polk*
Nicole Robinson
John Ruderschmidt
Bob Schlobohm
Sue Shannon
Pat Sharkey
Betty Shaver
Lori Shay
Kaitlin Snyder
Savannah Speer
Judy Stickel
Darlene Stiver
Ramona Sutphin
Kurt Teggee
Bobby Vaughn
Ginger Vilmure
Jackie Wade*
Chuck & Kit Waite
Shirley Weaver
Sue Weldy
Sherrill Wenger

Mary Karon
Wendy Myers
House Fire: David Ponciroli;
Tyler Ponciroli; Hannah Harvel*
Joann Vance
Marcus Weldy
Joshua Zigler
Persecuted Christians
Our Youth & Children
Stephen Ministers
Susanna's Kitchen
Kingdom Kids Daycare

JOYS!*
Joyce Parker is in remission!
Welcome Landon Robert
Lovejoy to Capt. Connor &
Addie Lovejoy of Ft. Bragg.
Landon is the Great Grandson
of Lil Lovejoy.

*New this month

Losses: John (Brother of Bev Toth)
Confirmands: Blakely Buckmeier; Ashlen Buczkowski; Mahra Chris; Layla Miller; Avah Mott;
Jory Radeline; Nicholas Valdez
Please update the office about those you have added to the prayer list. Thank you.

Military: Josh Eash, Jr. • Chris Fisher • Stephanie Hempel • Caleb Toler
Vanessa Toler • Aaron Zigler

