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"The Heart of God"
As I reflect upon the One we worship, I am struck by the heart of God.
In the book of Exodus, God’s people desert Him, turn their backs upon Him, and at times wish He
was no longer their God. We find this most clearly when instead of worshiping God, they bow down
and pledge allegiance to a golden calf (Exodus 32). In response, God sends a plague, among other
things, to punish them for their sin.
And while it is true that God’s actions caused thousands to die, I would argue that punishing people
isn’t His natural state of being. Two chapters after the golden calf incident we find God describing
Himself in this way, “The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger,
abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness,
rebellion and sin” (Exodus 34:6-7).
Here we discover that while God’s justice is inevitable, he is “slow to anger.” He is not a Heavenly
Father who loses control or acts on a mere whim. He punishes with the goal of bringing his people
back into His loving arms.
So, while God is “slow to anger,” His love, we are told, is “abounding.” In other words, while our sin
is the root cause of His judicial acts of punishment, we need not earn His love, faithfulness,
compassion and grace. These particular qualities of God are unconditional. They are at the heart of
God’s very being. They are “abounding.”
Regardless of what we do, God is loving and kind.
God is quick, not slow, in showing His goodness.
We are so blessed to be able to freely worship a God who at His heart is best described as
“abounding in love.”
“And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in
God, and God in them” (1 John 4:16).
God Bless,
Pastor John

Discipleship
During this summer season, many of our groups and studies take some time off, however, fall is
right around the corner! We like to begin new studies, groups, and activities during our fall season
when life gets back to a normal schedule.
Have you been looking for a new group to join? Now is your time to start planning ahead! If you are
interested in beginning a Growth Study Group, new Sunday school class, or Life Group contact
Pastor John. We can make sure that you are ready and prepared to begin your journey in the fall.
If you would like to join a new group, they are beginning to take shape. One new group that plans to
begin in September is our new Young Adult Life Group led by our Next Gen Director, Tyler Dew.
This group plans to meet twice each month for study, fellowship, accountability, and fun! If you are
interested in joining reach out to Tyler by calling the church office. 574-875-4438 x124
Several of our Sunday School classes are still meeting each week, check out these options on Sunday
mornings between services at 9:45 am!

Followship:
Meets in the Conference Room on Sunday mornings

“Our class is one which loves to share, discuss, and laugh! Our topics of study sometimes focus on
studying Bible stories and scriptures, and at other times reading and discussing books that help us to
live in a contemporary world. We are now using a book that addresses weekly lessons on
forgiveness, anger, roadblocks, questioning, attitudes, etc. We would love to have more people join
us to gain better perspectives and to develop the Faith family!”

Gatekeepers:
Meets in the Parlor on Sunday mornings

This group meets weekly together, following various topics and studies, but all focused on the Bible.
The class has lively discussion and asks great questions. You are invited to join each Sunday
morning!

Parent/Young Adult Sunday School Class:
Meets in Room 115 on Sunday mornings (Follows Family Worship Schedule)

“We meet weekly to discuss the world, current issues, and headlines from a Christian perspective.
The class leader will change from week to week, allowing persons to bring issues and ideas that they
would like to bring for discussion. Our goal each week is to grow closer to God and one another as
we explore the world and ministry through a Christian lens.”
Youth Mission Trip to Columbia South Carolina
Our youth team left for Columbia, South Carolina on Saturday, June 18th. They were joined by 55 other adults and teens
from other churches across the country to work in and around the community of Columbia/Lexington. Our group was split
up and worked on different sites throughout the week, each of them, adult and student alike, learned new skills, stepped
out of their comfort zones, and were stretched in their faith and experience. Overall the trip was a success! Please
continue to keep this team in your prayers as they learn what it means to both find joy and bring joy to the world through
the message of Jesus Christ.

As pictured:
Avah Mott, Ashlen Buczkowski, Jon Bowen
Blakely Buckmeier, Nick Valdez
Brad, Sarah, and Layla Miller

Stewardship Report:
Annual Budget:
$ 698,571
Year to Date Need: $ 335,851
Year to Date Rec'd: $ 291,760

BREAKTHROUGH STUDENT MINISTRY
Hello Church Family,
We have had a great start to summer vacation in youth church with lock-ins, Baptisms,
mission trip, bonfires, and more. We also are wrapping up a series talking about family
and are going into a new series talking about hard questions from a Biblical
perspective. We are excited about the remainder of summer break with camp
approaching fast as well as the yard sale (July 22-23), Touch-A-Truck (Sept.10),
and Move Up Sunday/Backpack Blessing (Aug. 7). Our youth are on fire and want
to serve any way they can!
We certainly appreciate the prayers for our youth. We have so many gearing up for
college, and sometimes it can be a culture shock but we know they are ready to go out
into the world and be light in the dark.
"Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be
discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go." Joshua 1:9
Tyler Dew, Next Generation Director

Ways to give:
Mail (we collect mail each day)
Online (www.faithumc.com)
Text "give" to 833-942-1919
Online & Text options can be set
up as a one-time or recurring gift.
Thank you for faithfully giving!

Worship

8:30 a.m. Traditional
9:45 a.m. Growth Studies
10:45 a.m. Contemporary
10:45 a.m. Breakout (Grades K-6)

The first Sunday of each month is
Family Worship. No Breakout or
Children's Sunday School. Nursery
care is available for both services and
during the growth study hour.
We will continue to live stream a
full service online at 10:45 a.m.
You will find these through
Facebook, YouTube, Vimeo, and at
www.faithumc.com.

Dear Friends,
It has been an awesome start to summer break. We have been able to enjoy the
weather even during service and play/fellowship outside. Sunday school has been a
fantastic aspect of children's ministry. I want to thank our Sunday school teachers
and all of our servants for taking the time to sow into our Faith children from babies
all the way up, as well as the parents bringing them week in and week out. We know,
“Jesus said, 'Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the
kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.'”
We are starting a 4-week series in Breakout on the power of Prayer. We are
incorporating Worship in all of our Breakout classes, too. One song for kids to dance
and worship the Lord to!
We have a packed summer of events coming up - VBS (8/1-5), Splash Bash (8/6),
Touch-A-Truck (9/10), and Move Up Sunday with the Backpack Blessing for students
and teachers (8/7). Thank you for reading. I hope you have a blessed month!
Tyler Dew, Next Generation Director

On July 17 we will be having
a Carry In Lunch Reception
for Pastor Sarah following
the 2nd service.
Please plan to join us!
This will be Pastor Sarah's
last Sunday at Faith.

STEPHEN MINISTRY SURVEY

submitted by Linda Schrock, SM Leader

Stephen Ministers have been busy this year meeting the care needs of persons in our congregation. The
mission of Stephen Ministry supports with the mission, vision, and values of FUMC. Stephen Ministry’s
mission is "to bring Christ’s caring to all people through His disciples for the transformation of our
congregation and the community.” The vision is “with God’s guidance, to continue to grow, improve, and
promote a Christ-centered ministry that is effective and powerful, bringing Christ’s love and care to hurting
people.” One need not be a member of FUMC to receive the care and Christian support from a Stephen
Minister. This ministry is free and does not receive funds from the general FUMC budget.
It is important that persons in the congregation understand the mission of Stephen ministry and what it
means to the individuals served. Approximately 1850 hours of individual care and concern have been
provided by the Stephen Ministers to the Care Receivers served.
The Stephen Leaders, Stephen Ministers, and the congregational leadership would appreciate your
feedback on your perception of Stephen Ministry and the value of these caring visits to the health and
welfare of the congregation. We have posted a survey at www.faithumc.com under Discipleship
Programs/Stephen Ministry, scan the QR code below or type https://bit.ly/3OwCrLO into your web
browser. Paper copies are available in the Narthex at the information desk. All responses are anonymous.
The questions are:
1. I believe Stephen Ministry is a program needed as part of FUMC’s caring ministry.
2. I believe Stephen Ministry has a positive impact on FUMC.
3. I believe Stephen Ministers are needed and provide a valuable service to FUMC.
4. I believe God is working through Stephen Ministry to bring healing and the love of Christto hurting
people.
5. I believe God has called all Christians to bring caring ministry, the love of Christ and care for one
another.
6. I know how and to whom to report a need for care from a Stephen Minister.
7. I believe all Christians are gifted and are called to minister to one another.
8. I believe Stephen Ministers keep their Care Receiver’s information and concerns confidential.
9. I pray regularly for our Stephen Leaders, Stephen Ministers, and Care Receivers.
10. I view Stephen Ministry as contributing to move our congregation toward our common vision of
growing in relationship with Jesus Christ.
Please complete this survey either on the website or a paper copy by mid-July so that we can use the
information to continue to improve our Stephen Ministry program in order to help fulfill the mission of
FUMC. If you do not wish to complete the survey online, please complete one of the paper copies and
mail it to the church at:
FUMC, 22045 County Road 18, Goshen IN 46528, Attn: Stephen Ministry Leaders.
Thank you so very much for your support and your feedback.

Birthdays
July
July
July
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July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July

2: Abel Collins • Kim Dahlman • Paula Williams
3: Courtney Bierbaum • Elaine Marohn • Deb Van Dyke
4: Jan McDowell • Karen Sharkey
5: Linda Rupnow
6: Jenny Hinman
8: Kent Stauffer
9: Mya Ott
10: Kinsley Blair
11: Jessie Alber • Brian Conwell • William Cronk
12: Jan Clark • Cara Starzyk
13: Kay Bunn • Mark Richards
14: Josh Riker
15: Nancy Bortner • Taylor Zimmermann
16: John Goerlach
17: Billy Bridenstein • Sylvia Rinehart
18: Kathy Eash • John Hogsett
19: Sarah Regan • Linda Thies
22: Sue Weldy
25: Bob Schlobohm
27: Shannon Jamison • Shirley Nicoson
29: Ron Rinehart
30: Dax Corns • Ella Hess • Olivia Mills

July Missions
Loose Coins for
CAPS
(Child & Parent Services)
Your change helps support CAPS.
CAPS mission is to support families
to ensure that every child lives a life
free from abuse and neglect.

Cart Collection for CCS:
Bars of Soap
Nonperishable Food

Anniversaries
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July

3: Joe & Aviell Clark
3: Rob & Deb Wilfert
5: Alex & Amber Alber
6: Mike & Vanessa DuBois
9: Jon & Sara Bowen
11: Aaron & Jennifer Bennett
16: Brian & Teri Birk
27: Jeff & Kim Dahlman
29: John & Cathy Van Huystee
30: Todd & Tammy Snodgrass
31: Bruce & Lynda Atkinson
31: David & Lorna Long

Donations
will be
accepted
July 17-20.
Now Hiring Associate Pastor
We are accepting applications for
a part-time associate Pastor. This
person's focus would be on
visitation and being a part of the
worship service by assisting in
both services and preaching an
average of one time per month.
Resumes should be submitted to:
pastorjohn@faithumc.com

In Our Prayers
Cancer

Medical

Medical (cont.)

Other

Scott Armold
Jim Bellamy
Julie Chesser
Becky Cline
Don Dailey
David Filer
Brittany Gasper
Mona Gorsuch
Ed Kiefer
Tim Kris
Alyssa Lintz
Betty Love
Howie Morgan
Kelly Nielsen
Doug Nickell
Cassandra Peters
Timmy Phillips
Dawn Rider
Jeremy Schutz
John Schutz
Molly Smith
Joel Taylor
Carol Tice
Tommy Vaughn
Cindy West
Marlene Whitehead
Joe Williams
Wanda Wyrick

Cody, Wife & Infant Twins
Jaxson (8yrs old)
Alex Alber
Marilyn Anderson
Matt Andert
Bruce & Lynda Atkinson
Harry Bennett
Chelsea Burgess
Brayden Baker
Maureen Bellamy
Jean Bindeman*
Debbie Black
Karen Bohn
Lynn Brooks
Bob Buckey
Becky Cardenas
Allan Carlson
Rudy Chapman
Kate Cobb
Christina Cook
Alex Derenak
Don DuBois
Kathy Eash
Sue Everett
Jeff Fecher & Family
Linda Forgey*
Carol Fort
Carolyn Greenwood
Dwight Hamilton
Pam Hamilton
Karen Hartung
Gary Heater*
Benitta Herman
Sherwin Hibbets
Lloyd Hochstedler

Steve Holthouse
Alain Huff
Everett Jamison
Remington Juday
Ramona Kelly
Tyler Knudson
Diana Mathewson
Ian McMillan
Larry & Karen Miller
Sally Miller
Bailey Morgantown
Kevin Myers
Bruce Neely
Steve Page
Betty Plaisted
Sandy Polk
Nicole Robinson
John Ruderschmidt
Bob Schlobohm
Sue Shannon
Pat Sharkey
Betty Shaver
Lori Shay
Kaitlin Snyder
Savannah Speer
Judy Stickel
Darlene Stiver
Ramona Sutphin
Kurt Teggee
Bobby Vaughn
Ginger Vilmure
Jackie Wade
Chuck & Kit Waite
Shirley Weaver
Sue Weldy
Sherrill Wenger

Mary Karon
Wendy Myers
House Fire: David Ponciroli;
Tyler Ponciroli; Hannah Harvel
Joann Vance
Marcus Weldy
Joshua Zigler
Persecuted Christians
Our Youth & Children
Stephen Ministers
Susanna's Kitchen
Kingdom Kids Daycare

JOYS!*

*New this month

Please update the office about those you have added to the prayer list. Thank you.

Losses: Victor DePompeo; Deb Kiefer; John (Brother of Bev Toth); Cathy Spry (Tom Spry)
Our High School Graduates: Blaze Buckmeier; Tanner Corns; Luke Hogsett; Katie Huang; Collin Seegert

Military: Josh Eash, Jr. • Chris Fisher • Stephanie Hempel • Caleb Toler
Vanessa Toler • Aaron Zigler

